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From the Editor. 
 

Seems my article on communication and airmanship in the last 
edition has found some fertile ground. I have had a number of 
comments recently regarding it and the recent apparent im-
provement on the flight line.  
 
As the year draws rapidly to  a close there is only one major 
event left on the calendar  - the Warbirds and Biplane day on 
28 November combined with a Swap and Sell on the day. The 
committee will be putting together the calendar of events for 
next year in the near future so if you are willing to help with an 
event please let us know. Remember , no help no events. Con-
gratulations and thanks must go to all those that made this 
years events such a great success. 
 
Always remember Rule 1—No matter what else happens, fly 
the aeroplane.  

Peter Biddle 
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From the President 
 
Welcome to the 2010/2011 year for our club. I would 
like to involve all members in what is happening at 
present at our field.  
 
The TMAC was successful in negotiations with the 
Brisbane City Council to secure an enlargement of 
our existing lease at the western end of our field, 
which will enhance our rotary wing aircraft flying area. 
The relocation of the existing fence as been com-
menced and the new boundary fencing will com-
mence as soon as possible. The plan is to use the 
posts and top rails from the existing fence for the new 
perimeter fence. Refer also to the Notice of Motion on 
page 5. 
 
Stage 2 of our Club House Complex has been com-
pleted to lock up stage, and depending on Brisbane 
City Council  response to our grant application we will 
know in December if we have been successful in 
funding the security roller shutters and the floor be-
tween Stage 1 and Stage 2. The club has also ap-
plied to the Gaming Commission for a grant to up-
grade our existing Solar System; this will also be ad-
vised in December if we have been successful.  
 
We recently had an attempted break-in to the bunker; 
the thieves used our 240volt power to attempt to cut 
through the concrete door, luckily they ran out of 
power before they could do too much damage.  I can-
not emphasise enough the importance of the last per-
son to leave the field “LOCKING THE GATE”. (Please 
lock the gate with the slide pad facing outward from 
the post. If the lock is closed with the combination fac-
ing the post you will need to get down on all fours, 
quite often in the wet, and virtually lay on your back to 
see the combination. Its even worse in winter without 
much light. Ed) 
If anyone arrives at the field and there is evidence of 
vandalism or attempted break-in please telephone the 
police on 131 444 immediately, do not touch anything, 
and then contact one of the committee members.  
 
There was an issue raised at the Club Meeting in Au-
gust with regards the number aircraft operating in the 
circuit at the same time; This was discussed at our 
October Management Committee meeting and the 
consensus was that members themselves should self 
regulate with regards the number of aircraft in the air 
at any one time.   There was an excellent article in the 
last Newsletter from Peter Biddle concerning pilot eti-
quette.   
 
As those of you who know me, I am more of the 
hands on man than a words man, so if I have missed 
anything or anyone my apologies. If any members 
wish to raise any matters or have any ideas for the 
ongoing success of our club please do not hesitate to 
contact me or any member of the Management Com-
mittee.  
 
“From the Shed of the President” - Will Sipma 

Secretary Report 

Thanks to Phil Gartshore, the outgoing TMAC Secre-
tary, for leaving the ‘ship’ in good order allowing a 
hassle free change over.  
 
As the new TMAC Committee settles in to their role 
for the 2010/11 period it is hoped that the business of 
running the club will continue in much the same way. 
The completion of the first stage of the new Club 
House should provide additional benefits for members 
during the remainder of the year and into the future. 
Alterations to the helicopter area, following additional 
leased land provided by the Brisbane City Council, 
should also make a significant change to their opera-
tions. 
 
64th MAAA Nationals Dalby Queensland Bulletin num-
ber three has been posted on the MAAA and MAAQ 
website with updates, as well as the official Registra-
tion Form and Program of Events. Closing date for 
event registrations is 12 November 2010. These Na-
tionals will host Team Trials for several upcoming 
World Championship events so the flying promises to 
be exciting for competitors and spectators alike.  
   
Sadly September and October saw the death of two 
respected and well known MAAQ members: Ron 
DeChastel, Suncoast Model Flyers and Ken Jack, 
LARCS. Expressions of condolence from the TMAC 
were passed to both families along with floral tributes, 
with many modelling friends also attending the funeral 
services. 
 
A request from the new MAAQ Committee has been 
received asking for expressions of interest for Heavy 
Model Inspectors to take on the role of MAAQ Trial 
Inspectors. Full details of what is required as a Trial 
Inspector is contained in MOP006 available from the 
MAAA website at www.maaa.asn.au however Trial 
Inspectors are basically responsible for carrying out a 
practical oral and model inspection test with a new 
inspector candidate. MAAQ will keep a Register of 
Trial Inspectors within the State and they could be 
called on from time to time to carry out these tests. If 
any TMAC Inspectors wish to offer their services, 
please contact the Secretary.  
 
Kevin Dodd 
TMAC Secretary 

LARCS Scale Day 
 
LARCS have extended an invitation to all TMAC 
members to attend the LARCS scale day on Sunday 
14 November. The day is open to all scale aircraft, 
both fixed wing and heli's. 
 
Flying starts at 08:00hours and continues all day. 
 
For further information see the LARCS website or 
contact Derek Gambin on 0417600975 



 

Spektrum DX8 Radio 
First Impressions by Phil Gartshore 

 
Spektrum RC has just released its latest radio, the 
DX8 into Australia.  The author has acquired one of 
the first batch, and thought members would benefit 
from a quick informal review of the radio. 
 

So, what do you get? 
The system comes in a smart black box with a picture 
of the radio on the outside. If you are starting out, this 
is probably not the radio for you.  The DX8 does not 
include servos, switch, or flight battery.  On this basis 
it’s probably an upgrade radio. Included in the box is: 

• DX8 Transmitter 
• Charger for DX8 transmitter 
• AR8000 Receiver 
• TM1000 telemetry module 
• 128MB SD card 
• DX8 Neck strap 
• DX8 Manual 

So what do you get that is likely to make RC enthusi-
asts drool? You get a the transmitter and charger 
(Sorry, the charger only has one output for the trans-
mitter), the Transmitter supports both Nickel Metal Hy-
dride, and Lithium Ion batteries, and has software 
switch to ensure the correct alarm voltage settings for 
each. 
There’s an 8 channel receiver with primary and remote 
receivers that delivers 2078 frames per second, like 
the DX7se. 
The TM1000 telemetry module sends flight data and 
receiver voltage down to the transmitter at full range in 
real time.  It also supports additional telemetry ele-
ments including external battery voltage for electric 
models and gas engine ignition, engine rpm, and tem-

perature. Alarms can be set on the transmitter to alert 
when things like battery voltage is low, or reception is 
weak. Will this help in practice? Perhaps, but it may 
just provide you with a reason for the crash. 
Trim steps can be set on all trims, so you can make 
the each click up to 10 steps for say, a first fight when 
you are struggling to get the beast under control and 
trimmed, and then back it off for fine adjustment on 
subsequent flights. 
With the SD card, you can keep the firmware up to 
date using the Spektrum Data Interface. No more 
sending your DX8 into a service centre to get the latest 
Spektrum AirWare enhancements (Did we ever do 
that?). You can download updates onto the SD card 
and upload them to the DX8 yourself.  It’s all suddenly 
starting to sound like Microsoft Windows. At the time of 
writing, there were three software updates for this ra-
dio, none of them critical. The SD card can also store 
addition models (if 30 is not enough for your collec-
tion). 
 
How does it compare to the DX7? 
Here are some comments on the things I have discov-
ered about the radio. 
 
 

Menus. 
The firmware is much more organised, and the trans-
mitter used a scroll bar to move through options, like 
the JR 9X and above radios. I found the menus more 



 

intuitive to use and functions easier to find. The Trainer 
button is now much better placed for instructing than 
the DX7, which required you to have a deformed hand 
to be able to hold the trainer button with your thumb on 
the left stick. 
 
Range Testing. 
Range testing is a little more involved than the DX7.  
You have to enter the menus and select range test 
mode.  Then you can press the Trainer button on the 
top of the transmitter, and the display shows the output 
level. This would appear to be an attempt to resolve 
the early issue with DX7, where some aftermarket 
transmitter stands pressed the range button when col-
lapsed, and crashed a number of models that flew out 
of range. 
 
Servo Speed. 
Servo Speed can be set on all channels.  This can be 
useful for channels on a switch like flaps to provide a 
realistic lowering and raising flaps. 
 
Switch Allocation.   
Switches, knobs, left and right trimmers can be as-
signed to the gear, Aux1, Aux 2, or Aux3 channels, in-
creasing the flexibility of activating these channels. 
There is also a different selection set when the radio is 
in Helicopter mode. 
 
Helicopter 
Active Gyro and Governor Trim.   
For the helicopter fans, fine tune rotor speed and gyro 
gain while in flight using trim switches you assign. 
 
Electronic E-Ring. 
When programming the cyclic and pitch mixing for a 
helicopter, it is possible for the sum of the two mixing 
values to exceed the mechanical travel limits of the 
servos. This can cause them to be overdriven into a 
locked position. Spektrum AirWare's Electronic E-Ring 
prevents this by automatically limiting servo travel if the 
sum of the cyclic and pitch values exceeds servo limits. 
 
Conclusion 
This is just an initial impression.  I have an aircraft that 
will be completed in the next month, which I will install 
the DX8 into.  If you wish to read the read more from 
the manufacturer, please go to http://
www.spekt rumrc.com/Products/Defaul t .aspx?
ProdID=SPM8800. 
Is it value for money? Price wise, the DX8 is about the 
same at the DX7 radio which comes with 4 x servo’s 
and receiver battery, and switch.  The real comparison 
is probably with the JR11x at about double the price, 
with three more channels; but without the telemetry 
module. So perhaps, depending on your requirements. 
 

Disclaimer.  This article is not a product endorsement. Members 

should make their own enquiries before purchasing an RC radio 

system to suit their needs. The opinions expressed are those of the 

author, and do not necessarily reflect those of TMAC. 

 

 

Landings: Touch-and-Go or Bounce-
and-Go 

By Glynn Mount, from the Cam Journal, Central Ari-
zona Modelers, Inc. as printed in the July 2010 edition 
of the AMA Insider. 
 

“Touch-and-go” is a great way to practice land-
ings. It’s a sure way to rapidly improve your technique. 
Even the best of us, however, will bring one down a 
little too hard once in a while, and the inevitable result 
will be a bounce. 

The size of said bounce will be in direct propor-
tion to how enthusiastically your airplane meets the 
runway. If unattended, of course, the first bounce will 
be followed by a second, and if the second bounce 
doesn’t break your propeller, you might be lucky 
enough to dribble to a stop before running off of the 
runway. 

This type of landing often will bring an enthusi-
astic response from the critics sitting on the sidelines. 

There are however, a couple of ways you could 
recover from a bad bounce and keep your dignity in-
tact. One is to maintain “full back pressure” on the stick 
(i.e. full up elevator) in the hopes that there is enough 
flying speed to cushion the second bounce. If the 
bounce is more of a high-speed skip, this method 
works well. 

The second method is to immediately apply 
power and return to level flight. 

I’ve tried both methods, and a “bounce-and-go” 
with quick application of power will usually result in a 
more positive recovery from a bad bounce. If per-
formed with finesse, you might even make it look as 
though you did it on purpose. 

The best landing procedure is to hold the air-
craft off the deck a foot high with idle power and try 
“not to land.” The airplane will slow and “sink in” in 
spite of you, giving you a smooth transition from air to 
ground.  

Notice of Motion 
 

In respect to fencing for the additional lease area. 
 
I Willem Sipma being a financial member of the Tin-
galpa Model Aero Club Inc, in accordance with Rule 28 
(7) move that the Management Committee be given the 
authority to spend up to $2500.00 for the construction 
of fencing encompassing the new leased area.  This 
Notice of Motion to be voted on at the December 2010 
General Meeting.  
 
Background information 
The original fencing has been removed by volunteer 

labour [thanks to Dave Walker for his valued assis-

tance]. The intention is to re-use the posts, top rail and 

fittings. New chain wire will be used by the fencing con-

tractor to complete the job. For more information con-

tact a member of your committee. 



 

Norfolk Island Calls (by Allen Danvers)  

In the Jan/Feb Transmitter I wrote to you about our first 
trip to “Norfolk” and introduced you to a few of the 
aeromodellers on the island, Hadyn Bell and Gary 
“Foxy” McCoy. Well we have kept in touch and early 
October Linda and I visited again.  

 
A lot has changed and 
thank goodness a lot has-
n’t. I’m feeling a lot better 
and some of the Islanders 
have become TMAC 
members. The island is 
the same fantastic place 
and the folk that live there 
fit in the same category. 

From the moment you touch down you get the 
“Welcome” treatment and nothing is too much trouble 
to help you enjoy your stay.  
 
Linda and I were looking 
forward to a relaxed, “do 
as you like” stay that 
would help us unwind in 
the peaceful and secure 
environment we found 
on our first visit. Well 
that was easy to do, Norfolk is just the place for hiding 
in a book or enjoying the tranquil life style that so in-
fects you when you visit.  
 
I had another motive as well? Don’t tell Linda though. 
You see, through the preceding months I had been 
helping the guys with arrangement to secure a new 
field and this included TMAC memberships for a some 
and the chance of providing Gold Wings test for a few. 
Well it all worked out fine. I got to meet the new mem-
bers, Michael Maynard, Neil Waterland and Hadyn 
Bell. Foxy is already a member with Newtown. To their 
credit Hadyn and Foxy completed their gold wings pro-
ficiency tests in some fairly demanding conditions. Also 
to their credit they loaned me their time, gear and an 
aircraft for a few flights down at Kingston (check out 
the photos) and some tuition from Foxy that had me 
perched on the windy hillside at Ball Bay flying a glider!  
 
We had a tremendous time. Touring around the island, 
yes there are plenty of interesting roads and places to 
see. Fishing, Golf, cycling and plenty of places to eat 
and sip coffee.  
 

Take it from me, if you are after a fantastic holiday and 
want a great time with the possibility of catching up 
with some Club members who always have a good 
time then get in touch with me and I’ll pass on some 
tips and contact details. We can’t wait to go again 
soon.  

The great TMAC Swap and 
Sell 

Got something you don’t want? 
 

Want something you haven’t got? 
 

Perhaps now is the time to clear out the 
shed (to make way for the new Christmas 

goodies) 
 

In conjunction with the Warbirds and Bi-
plane day on Sunday 28 November we 
will also be conducting a swap and sell. 

 
So go sort out all that stuff you don’t need 
and put together the list of stuff you would 
like to bring home and come down to the 

field on the 28th. 



 

 



 

TMAC Helicopter Day 
By Randall Mowlam 

Sunday 19 September saw another great turn out to 
the annual Heliday at TMAC. Although the weather 
started badly and there were several small spots of 
rain that did not stop the fun, merely allowed everyone 
to grab a bite to eat from the BBQ. Many familiar faces 
and some new ones enjoyed a great day out. 
 
Dave Walker & Jarred St Clare arrived early to setup 
the BBQ for breakfast and prep the field for all the 
members & guests of the day. 
 
As this years organiser I was pulling double duty with 
pilot briefing & cooking on the BBQ, based on a famil-
iar format of lots of good food and a relaxing flying pro-
gram it was soon yet another successful event.  
 
Wayne Brooks from Brooknet was on site with a laptop 
setup with the latest Phoenix Simulator 2.5 for all to 
enjoy.  
 
Rick from Revolution RC had a stall on site to shop 
case his latest gear, Greg Gilles from R/C Fuel sup-
plies had a few of the ELQ Helis for all to try out. 
 
Gavin and Dan from Heli Hoods & Grafix were on hand 
performing some demo flights, in between helping sev-
eral pilots sort out their various setups and general heli 
queries. 
 
There were many pilots with both electric & nitro pow-
ered choppers, some even brought along their favour-
ite scale chopper for all to enjoy and photograph. 
 
The winner of the T-Rex 450S CF Raffle was David 
Lowery and the winner of the Phoenix Flight Sim was 
Ben Lampard. 
 
Many thanks to all the sponsors; Brooknet, Taiwa 
(Watts Up RC), Revolution RC and R/C Fuel Supplies 
for all your support and prize donations for Heliday 
2010. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who helped on the day, 
Dave Walker, Dave Hayward, Jarred St Clare, Josh 
Stedman, Gary Lampard and Dennis . 



 

 

Seen around the field recently 



 

 Crashless Flying 
From the May 2010 edition of the AMA Insider 

 
Fly RC long enough and you will experience a 

crash. However, some pilots seem to crash often—too 
often. Let’s explore some of the causes of crashes and 
perhaps minimize crash opportunities. 
 

Split Second Delay Crashes: High speed cre-
ates high loads on the plane’s control surfaces and 
servos, causing a possible split second delay of control 
after a stick input. A split second delay is all that is 
needed when your plane is in some maneuver heading 
toward that ground at 100 mph (147 feet per second). 
Point the transmitter antenna at the airplane you can 
create a cone of science at your receiver, which can 
cause a control response delay. 
 

Pilot Orientation Crashes: Another cause of 
crashes is a non-mechanical one: pilot orientation. If 
you are low and fast and lose orientation, expect a 
crash. Have your airplane flying level or in an up atti-
tude while flying close to the ground. 
 

Distraction Crashes: Another non-mechanical 
cause: distraction. If you allow yourself to be dis-
tracted, even for just a couple of seconds, you’re likely 
to crash. If you were stung by a bee, step on what you 
think could be a snake, or have another critter eating 
your pant leg, put your plane in a series of tight loops 
with full up elevator, then take care of your business 
and your airplane will still be there when you can tend 
to it again, not two miles down the range. This may be 
overly simplistic, but you get the general idea. All pilots 
get distracted sooner or later. Think out in advance 
what you will do so your fingers will react when you do 
get distracted. 
 

Aerobatic Crashes: Among the many maneu-
vers pilots enjoy, snap rolls are at the top of the list. 
Just be prepared for that fatal snap of a control surface 
during this maneuver. Pilots usually enter a snap full 
bore with full deflection on all control surfaces. This 
can load your airplane up to as much as 30 Gs, plus 
air drag loads. Inspect your airplane carefully after do-
ing this violent maneuver. 
 

Elevator Crashes: Let’s spend some time with 
the elevator. This is the most important crash preven-
tion control on your airplane. First, the elevator itself 
must be built from good material. Too hard and brittle 
is not good; too soft is not good either. In today’s 
world, the high-quality ARFs take care of this. Use your 
best servo in the elevator. I don’t like the standard ser-
vos on any function except the throttle. 

Buy some good servos for your primary control 
surfaces. Next, use only strong, stiff rod linkages from 
servo to the control horn. Fiberglass rod systems are 
great for long runs. Strong, stiff wire works well for 
short runs. It’s very important to keep the bends in the 
wire to a minimum. Lots of pilots use them, but I don’t 
like the flexible Nyrod-type systems. Any movement of 
flex here could allow surface flutter, and also cause a 

split-second delay crash. The plastic clevises and con-
trol horns supplied in many kits leave a lot to be de-
sired. Get these items from Du-Bro or Hangar 9. 

Dirt and grit will weaken the plastic clevis pin 
very quickly, and generally they are too soft and flexi-
ble. Consider using metal or the super strong carbon 
fiber clevises and control horns. Metal-to-metal contact 
is taboo, but most metal systems have an insulator to 
prevent any metal-to-metal contact. Always install a 
rubber or nylon safety “keeper” on this and on all your 
clevises. 

Crashes are extremely frustrating and expen-
sive. With a better understanding of what causes 
crashes, we can more easily prevent them. 
 

Servo Damage Crashes: Servos can be un-
knowingly damaged by a hard landing or by bumping a 
control surface while loading the airplane into a car. 
What happens is the servo’s gears get cracked but it 
continues to operate until subjected to flying loads, 
then the gears break. After a hard landing or a bump, 
and from time to time, check your servos by applying 
slight hand pressure to the control surfaces while oper-
ating the servo. If it takes hand pressure, it will usually 
stand up to flying loads. 
 

Take-off Stalls: The airplane will very likely 
turn to the left during take-off. One method to prevent 
this type of crash is a high-speed takeoff run and a 
shallow climb after liftoff until maximum climbing speed 
is reached. Use rudder to maintain direction with very 
careful use of ailerons to stay level. If the engine quits 
on takeoff, don’t try to turn back to the runway. Keep 
the airplane heading into the wind and make your land-
ing. 
 

Landing Turn Stalls: A very common pilot er-
ror occurs while setting up a landing approach and per-
forming too steep a turn from downwind to final. Air-
planes stall at a much higher speed in a bank, and a 
steep bank into the wind will quickly slow the airplane 
and cause it to stall. Keeping turns shallow on your 
approach will help prevent this type of stall, and using 
rudder to turn will also help keep the turns shallow and 
reduce the additional drag of the ailerons. This be-
comes especially critical if landing dead stick. 
 



 

 

 

WARBIRD & BI-PLANE DAY 
Plus 

SWAP ‘N SELL 
 

Sunday 28th November 
Pilot briefing at 0845 hrs 

VISITORS MOST WELCOME 

 

BRING ANY AUTHENTIC WARBIRD AND 

OR BI-PLANE  

ENJOY A DAY OF FUN FLYING.   

 

BAR - B - Q AND DRINKS WILL BE AVAIL-

ABLE 
 

 



 

Upcoming Events at TMAC 
 

• During working bees the field will be closed to all flying from 
07:00hrs until work complete. 

• During event days the field may be closed to general flying. 
 

  
If undeliverable, please return to: 

 

 The Secretary, 
 Tingalpa Model Aero Club Inc 
 PO Box 2108 
 Tingalpa QLD 4173 
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Monday 1 November Meeting Club General Meeting 

Saturday 6 November Field Maintenance Working Bee 

Sunday 28 November Event Warbird & Biplane Day 
plus Swap & Sell 

Monday 6 December Meeting Club General Meeting 

Saturday 11 December Field Maintenance Working Bee 

Saturday 25 December Christmas Field Closed 


